
1. Read chapter 4 (The Neurons That Shaped Civilization) in Ramachandran’s book The Tell-Tale Brain and respond to the following questions:

a. Ramachandran is particularly enthusiastic about the discovery of specialized cells that are collectively referred to as “mirror neurons.”  What exactly are mirror neurons?

b. Ramachandran makes the case that mirror neurons could explain, in part, how the brain became prepared for the introduction of language for the first time in human history. Explain his arguments. What did mirror neurons contribute to allow for language to develop?

c. How might mirror neurons help us experience the emotion empathy?

d. Describe a clinical application (helping someone with a medical issue) that could be attributed to our mirror neurons.
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